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DECEMBER 30, 1916 BOOK BUILDING SECTION PRICE 5 CENTS
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A MASTERPIECE OF MODERN CONSTRUCTION = |
The}33.story Book Building. Washington Boulevard and Grand River Avenue. Deroit. as it will appear when completed
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DETROIT EATURDAY NIGHT

New Firm Triumphs in Erecting Book Building

HE Book building, o masterpiece of construction,
in distinetly a triumph lor the firm of general con-
tractors who have supervised its erection. In bringing
it to its present stage of completeness, in the face of
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unusual labor conditions and a national scarcity of materials,
the general contractors have accomplished a phenomenal
thing

Another source of u‘muruluhlmn for them is that, awing
to the careful planning of the job and the cious safety
measures taken, there has not been o single death or serious
sccident during its progress.  This is unique in the history
of big buildings.

Walbridge-Aldinger Co., general contractors, is headed
by men who have haod many vears of experience in handling
big building jobs, but the company is, nevertheless, a new
one. It began business in March, 1916,  Yet, so widely
known were the two men at the head of the concern. that
it has since taken ninecteen big contracts, some of the prin
cipal ones being illustrated on this page

A stupendous task like the erection of the Book build
ing required an unusual organization and exceptionsl abil
ity to direct that organization. The general cantractors had
to take the plans of the owner and architect and transtorm
them from ideas on paper to realities in steel and stone
They had the responsibility of selecting the most competent
sub-contractors for the various divisions of the work, of
supervising their work and seeing that only the very best
materinls were usec

It in & real triumph, therefore, for o company which hus
been in business less than a vear 1o have such an achieve
ment already to its credit.  And, while the Book building an
Washington Boulevard and the National Bank of Commerce
building on Fort Street West are among the best known
structures far which Walbridge-Aldinger Ca. have been gen
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itractors, there are

ess conspicuous operations in

progress al the same time which are even greater in scope

tion of railroad terminals
and buildings devated 1o railroad uses, Walbridge- Aldinger
Co. have now under way some projects which are of the
greatest importance.  The construction attendant upon the
grade separations in Detroit is not only of great cost in money
value but also requires a peculiarly careful and painstaking
method of warking.

As specialists in the constru

In the new roundhouse and buildings of the Michigan
Central at Jackson, Walbridge-Aldinger Co, have under-
taken something of a sort peculiarly adapted to the genius of
this irm. The big modern factory buildings now under con
struction by this firm in and around Detroit are also fine
examples of what is now demanded of general contractors

The organization of Walbridge-Aldinger Ca. is an espe
cially strong one in all branches. It begins with an engi
neering force trained in the methods of modermn office huild-
ing and factory construction and also familiar with railroad
construction work. The purchasing department has unusual
scope because of the large number of jobs under contract by
this big irm at any one time and is able to get prices and
deliveries to greater advantage than a smaller concern could
have. Inspection has also been highly organized

The new construction included in the present contracts
of Walbridge-Aldinger Co., now in progress, amounts to
several million dellars.

Both of the men who head this large contracting com-
pany started their active careers with the late Daniel H. Burn
ham of Chicago, the most famous of American architects
and builders, George B, Walbridge studied at Lafayette
and took a post-graduate course at Cornell.  Albert H. Al
dinger graduated from Purdue. In the Burnham office the
two young men were placed on big s, for the Burnham
firm operated from New York to San Francisco.

Mr. Aldinger next became general superintendent for
Wells Bros. of Chicago. a firm that handled immense apera
tions. Later he went to western Canada and became & mem-
ber of the firm of Carters, Hall, Aldinger Co., general con
tractors and engineers, which made a specialty of milroad
work.

Mr. Walbridge went to New York and eventually became
one of the vice-presidents of the George A Fuller Co.  He
was placed in charge of the Detroit affice and while in com
plete charge handled such jobs as the Michigan Central ter-
minal, Hotel Statler, the Peoples State Bank building, the
Wayne County and Home Savings Bank building, the Pant
lind Hotel at Grand Rapids and others of a like nature

Both Mr, Walbridge and Mr. Aldinger saw the wonderful
opportunities for individual initiative in the building field in
Detroit and they therefore united their forces and organized
the company bearing their names, the incorporation being
made early this year. The standing and ability of the two
men at the head of the company were so well known that

they were able to secure almost & score of big contracts
within the ten months which have passed

The offices of Walbridge- Aldinger Co. are in the
Penobscot building

dh and baiid

Michigan Central

Michigan Cemimal roundhe

wnd sdjeining buildfings a1 Jackeon, Mich




